
OTHER PARISH NEWS & TREASURED TIDBITS 

All natural. Good for the body.  Great for the soul! 

Natural Family Planning (NFP) methods are effective for 
postponing or achieving pregnancy and are completely    
natural – no pills, patches or devices. Engaged and married 
couples are invited to learn about NFP by visiting          
http://www.columbuscatholic.org/natural-family-planning  
or contacting the Marriage and Family Life Office at       
614-241-2560. 

Save the date: The Basilica and National Shrine of Our  
Lady of Consolation, Carey, OH invites you to come for  
Latino Day on Sunday, September 23rd.  We offer          
confessions, Mass in Spanish at noon, food and an outdoor 
Rosary procession.  For more information call the Shrine 
office, 419-396-7107 or www.olcshrine.com. 

TIME FOR A TUNE-UP? 

Your marriage needs care and maintenance too! That’s what 
you’ll get on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend.       
Marriage Encounter is where married couples can get away from 
jobs, kids, chores, and phones, and focus only on each other. The 
next weekend is September 14-16 in central Ohio. For more    
information or to apply, contact Paul & Marilou Clouse at 614-
834-6880 or visit our website at www.wwmecolumbus.org 

The JOSEPHINUM 4-MILER, a run/walk for families and    
individuals, will take place at Glacier Ridge Metro Park, Dublin, 
OH, on Saturday, September 15, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. Participants will receive bread and either wine or jam made 
by the Benedictine Monks. A family discount is available! Register 
at: m3ssports.com (click “events”). The Friends of the Josephinum 
invites you to bring your friends and family and join the fun! Walk 
or run at your own pace and enjoy a September morn in the park 
while you support our future priests. Proceeds benefit seminarians 
at the Pontifical College Josephinum.  

Rethinking the Term "Brain Dead" 

 

Innovative research studying the brain of 
a 23 year old English woman in a coma 
following a traffic accident has medical 
experts and scientists reconsidering their 
definition of "brain dead".  

 

The woman had been unresponsive since 
emerging from a coma and met all the 
criteria for a persistent vegetative state. 
However, although she had been consid-
ered "brain dead", new research using an 
MRI scanner clearly showed that her 
brain activity was the same as those of a 
normal conscious person.  

 

Presented with spoken sentences, the 
woman had increased activity in speech 
comprehension centers in the brain. 
When asked to imagine herself playing 
tennis and walking through rooms in her 
house, brain areas governing visual spa-
tial and motor functions lit up on the imag-
ing screen--- again, in patterns similar to 
those seen in normal volunteers.  

 

The medical experts agree that although 
the patient had been diagnosed as in a 
vegetative state, she clearly retained the 
ability to understand spoken commands 
and to respond to them through her brain 
activity, rather than through speech or 
movement. They also stated that her abil-
ity to cooperate confirmed beyond any 
doubt that she was consciously aware of 
herself and her surroundings.  

 

The teaching of the Church has consist-
ently reaffirmed the importance of the dig-
nity of every human life, even when that 
life appears to be unresponsive. A case 
like this one should no doubt help to 
change attitudes and views of people liv-
ing in so-called persistent vegetative 
states. 

Sanctuary of Life 

“From within the heart of the world, the family has a decisive and 
determinative relationship with life. As a Sanctuary of life, the 
family must welcome it, defend it, accompany it during its       
development, especially during the whole process of its          
education….The family lovingly bears witness to the uniqueness 
of new life….The instruction of the Didache, “Thou shalt not kill 
the child in its mother’s womb” (2, 1), incorporated into the living 
tradition of the Church, must resound even today from the heart 
of every household. Only God is the Lord of life!" (Cardinal     
Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, President, Pontifical Council for the    
Family, Homily to Pontifical Academy for Life, February, 1997). 
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